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GAINESVILLE – Cooke 
County Commissioners voted 
unanimously during a roll call 
vote January 21, 2021 to ap-
point Steve Starnes as interim 
Cooke County Judge to re-
place current County Judge 
Jason Brinkley who resigned 
to run for a seat in Texas State 
House District 68.
 Commissioners voted to ap-
prove candidate Starnes fol-
lowing a day of executive ses-
sion interviews during which 
10 candidates who applied for 
the position presented their 
qualifications for the job. 
 Commissioner Pct. 2 Jason 
Snuggs was present for the vote 
as were Pct. 3 Commissioner 
Adam Arendt and Pct. 4 Com-
missioner Leon Klement. Pres-
ent for the vote via the Zoom 
platform was Pct.1 Commis-
sioner Gary Hollowell.
 “The new judge takes office 
after he is bonded and sworn 
in,” County Judge Jason Brin-
kley said. 
 Brinkley said Starnes will be 
sworn in following Monday’s 
commissioners court meet-
ing “assuming we can get that 
lined up with him.”

 Pct. 4 Commissioner Leon 
Klement said, “We had a good 
group of candidates.”
 Klement also said he’d like 
to thank the candidates for 

“showing their interest and for 
coming up here and interview-
ing with us.”
 “This process is time-con-
suming,” Klement said. “They 

all interviewed well. You hope 
you can pick the right one. I 
think we have. A lot of good 
people. I think the gentleman 

(Continued on Page 2)

GAINESVILLE – Cooke Coun-
ty United Way named Andrea 
Grangruth its new executive direc-
tor following the departure of for-
mer director Stephanie Melchert. 
Melchert left the agency to pursue 
a position as Chief Executive Of-

fi cer at Arlington Life Shelter.
 Grangruth joins CCUW after 
14 years of retail management 
experience and as a past Rela-
tionship Manager for Bellevue 
University, according to a news 
release. In these roles, Grangruth 

managed all fi nancial and strate-
gic aspects of operations. 
 In her most recent role as a re-
lationship manager, Grangruth 
assisted North Central Texas Col-
lege employees and students as 
they transitioned toward reaching 
educational goals. She said she is 
especially proud of her ability to 
be involved in the community. 
 Grangruth is the President Elect 
for Gainesville Kiwanis, Co-Chair 
for the Power of the Purse where 
she helps raise funds for CCUW, 
and is the Chair for the College 
and Partner Universities Commit-
tee with NCTC of Denton Coun-
ty. Grangruth also enjoys being 
involved in the Gainesville Cham-
ber of Commerce as an Ambassa-
dor and serves on the Depot Days 
committee. Her time and involve-
ment within the community have 
helped her build strong partner-
ships with both public and private 
organizations.  
 “As a proud and long-time 
resident of Cooke County, I have 
been privileged to witness the im-
pact of how giving back to the 
community has improved peo-
ple’s lives and has helped so many 
in need. I am excited to work 
with the amazing people in the 
community and with the Cooke 

County United Way’s Board of 
Directors,” she said. “I’m looking 
forward to bringing the work of 
essential businesses and organiza-
tions to help more people in our 
community.”
 Grangruth’s fi rst day on the job 
was January 18.
 “I’m super excited about im-
pacting the community and giv-
ing back,” she said. “I’ve always 
been interested in volunteering 
and being involved in Cooke 
County so I’m excited to do that 
and to continue with United 
Way’s mission,”
 She said her fi rst priorities will 
include becoming acclimated and 
putting together programs among 
the three pillars including educa-
tion and fi nancial stability.
 “I’m hoping to create some new 
programs but this year it’s really 
about learning and putting to-
gether a successful campaign for 
2022,” she said.
 Working during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic has been a chal-
lenge, Grangruth said.
 “We’ve had to transition a lot of 
things to virtual, but we were able 
to do a lot more where our partici-
pants and donors can pay online 
versus us having to do more face 
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 Republican David Spiller 
and Republican Craig Carter 
are headed for a runoff elec-
tion following the Saturday, 
January 23 special election 
for Texas House District 68. 

Spiller received 4,010 votes 
just shy of the number of votes 
required to avoid a runoff elec-
tion.
 Carter had 1,651 votes.
 Former Cooke County Judge 
Jason Brinkley ended the race 
in fourth place with 1,489 
votes or 16.3 percent of the 

vote behind John Berry who 
garnered 1,594 or 17.4 percent 
of votes.
 Democrat Charles Gregory 
had 395 votes and 4.3 percent 
of votes.
 Texas Governor Gregg Abbot 
will set a date for the runoff 
election.

 The vote was held to fill a 
House seat vacated by Drew 
Springer who won the Decem-
ber 19, 2020 runoff election 
for Texas Senate District 30.
 Springer replaced now U.S. 
Senator Pat Fallon who was 
previously a member of the 
Texas Senate.
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Brinkley Swears in New County Judge - As his fi nal offi cial act as Cooke County Judge, Jason 
Brinkley swears in new County Judge Steve Starnes following an executive commissioners court ses-
sion held Monday, January 25. Pictured, front row, are Starnes and Brinkley. In the second row, left 
to right are Pct. 4 Commissioner Leon Klement, Pct. 3 Commissioner Adam Arendt, Pct. 2 Commis-
sioner Jason Snuggs and Pct. 1 Commissioner Gary Hollowell.                     (The Weekly News  Photo)  

King
Around
Town

by Grice King

 Last week I read a national 
AP article that compared CO-
VID-19 to “Captain Trips.” 
Wow, “Captain Trips!” Th at 
really took me back to when 
I found my love for read-
ing. Growing up I wasn’t a 
super avid reader. Like most 
kids I always had something 
I thought was better to do. 
Finally, one book started my 
passion for reading. Th e Stand
by Stephen King. It was an old 
copy that my grandfather had 
read two or three times be-
cause it was one of his favor-
ite books. Naturally I wanted 
to see what he liked about it. 
Anyone who has read Stephen 
King knows that he takes a 
long time to set up his char-
acters before anything really 
crazy happens so that you feel 
emotionally attached them. 
While in school, I read the 
fi rst 100 pages of this book 
probably 5 or 6 times and quit 
each time. Never making it 
through the book. Th en after 
I was out of high school, I set 
down to start reading again. 
I was determined to fi nish it 
this time. Same ol’ 100 pages 
of character buildup….then 
WHOA. Th e rest of the book 
engulfed my imaginations. 
Th e deadly disease, the un-
derlying struggle of good vs. 
evil. Th e imaginings of the 
best and worst humans have 
to off er. What a fantastic read! 
It might just be time to read it 
again. 

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Souper Bowl of Caring is 
set for Wednesday, February 3 
from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm at 
VISTO’s new location, 1305 
N. Culberson in Gainesville. 
Th is year Gainesville’s Own 
David Moore, star receiver 
for the Seattle Seahawks, is 
going to match donations so 
your gifts can do more!  Do-
nations will benefi t VISTO’s 
Backpack Buddy Program 
which helps children in need 
throughout the school year. 
Sponsored by Cooke County 
4-H and Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension. 
 For more information, 
please contact 940-634-0928.

++++++++

(Continued on Page 10)
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GAINESVILLE – 2020 
was truly an unprece-
dented year for the arts in 
Cooke County. Gainesville 
Area Visual Arts regretta-
bly had to make the deci-
sion to cancel the Fall Art 
Exhibition as they recog-
nized the dangers that were 
posed to the safety of their 
artists and supporters - but 
the local art group did not 
want to forego GAVA’s an-
nual February Scholarship 
Fundraiser in 2021! 
 Th e 8th Annual “For 
Th e Love of Art” looks 
very diff erent. Instead of 
a one night only show at 
the historic State Th eater 
GAVA are going virtual 
for 3 weeks! Th ey have 
an amazing display of art 
from twenty-eight GAVA 

Members for everyone to 
enjoy whether they live 
in Gainesville, Texas or 
Gainesville, Florida. All 
the art is for sale and 20% 
of all art sales goes to the 
GAVA Scholarship. Th ere’s 
no raffl  e this year, and as 
local businesses are hurt-
ing, Show Chair Joe Con-
ner didn’t feel right asking 
for high dollar sponsor-
ships so GAVA decided 
to have a one price spon-
sorship and of course our 
community stepped up 
and we have 15 sponsors 
for the show. Each of our 
sponsor ads appear along-
side the art in the virtual 
show. 
 Th e link to the online 
gallery will be announced 
on the GAVA website 

www.gainesvilleareavi-
sualarts.org and on their 
FB page - @Gainesvil-
leAreaVisualArts the af-
ternoon of February 5. 
Th e show will run until 
February 26. If you see a 
piece of art you would like 
to purchase email info@
gainesvilleareavisualarts.
org the following informa-
tion: Artist Name / Title 
of the Art / Price. Buyer 
is responsible for shipping 
costs if local pick up is not 
possible. 
 Th e 2021 GAVA schol-
arship is for a graduating 
senior who is a resident of 
Cooke County and plan-
ning on majoring or mi-
noring in a fi eld of visual 
art… from the fi ne artist 
to the architect, photogra-

pher or potter, landscaper 
or cake decorator - all 
qualifying visual artists are 
invited to apply for the 
scholarship. Public, private 
and homeschooled stu-
dents are eligible - check 
with your local high school 
counselor or visit our web-
site for an application.
 All applications must 
be received by March 5, 
2021. Students will be 
asked to provide samples 
of their work as well as ac-
ademic records. Th e 2021 
application is available 
from our website WWW.
GAINESVILLEAREAVI-
SUALARTS.ORG 
 For additional informa-
tion contact: Joe Conner 
info@gainesvilleareavisual-
arts.org.

GAVA to Host Virtual 
‘For the Love of Art’

INTERNAL MEDICINE 
CLINIC

Dr. V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine

Monday thru Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

Medicare, Medicaid and All Insurances.
Self Pay Accepted.
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we picked with his busi-
ness background and ev-
erything that he presented 
will give this county [its] 
best shot or the best abil-
ity to react to what’s going 
on with the COVID and 
the redistricting. Because 
this is a business position, 

I think he will build a great 
consensus with all of us. I 
think he’ll do a good job of 
representing the people of 
Cooke County, and I think 
things will go well.”
 Pct. 2 Commissioner  
Jason Snuggs said the deci-
sion on who best to replace 
the current county judge 
has weighed upon the 

commissioners for several 
weeks.
 “We got delayed due to 
the COVID… but I want 
to say thank you to all the 
applicants,” Snuggs said. 
“…It was a tough process 
and a tough decision but 
I’m glad we got through it 
and I’m confi dent moving 
through with our court.”

 

Klement the decision was 
not easy and is not “taken 
lightly.”
 Starnes holds an MBA 
from the University of 
Leicester in England.  
 He was a Reconnais-
sance Sergeant for the Tex-
as Army National Guard 
for six years.  Starnes was 
employed by for Safran 
Seats USA for 40 years and 
served in several diff erent 
executive positions.
 He and his wife Brenda 
lived in Callisburg for 
more than 30 years where 
they raised their children.  
Th e couple is currently 
building a new home on 
their ranch in Gainesville.   
 Starnes is a life member of 
the NRA and an avid sports-
man. According to a news 
release, he said he “enjoys 
time on the ranch working 
cattle and riding cutting 
horses but his favorite activi-
ty is spoiling grandchildren.”

Commissioners Select Starnes to 

Fill Interim County Judge Position
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Harvey Edwin Perry

Services
Harvey E Perry died Janu-

ary 23, 2021from the Coro-
navirus disease at age 95 at 
Ascension Seton Medical 
Center, Austin, Texas. Ser-
vices will be held at Meador 
Funeral Home 1204 E Cali-
fornia St, Gainesville, TX 
76240 at 2:00, January, 29, 
2021.
History
 Harvey was born in Dal-
las, Texas March 23, 1925 to 
parents: Harvey E Perry, Sr 
and Jewel (Rushing) Perry. 
He is preceded in death by 
his wife of 67 years Alice 
Sarah Perry, son Randy C 
Perry and his sister Ruth 
Elizabeth Perry (McAnally). 
He attended Crozier Tech 
High School Dallas, Texas. 
 Harvey enlisted into the 
United States Marine Corps 
two weeks after the bomb-
ing of Pearl Harbor at age 
16; three months shy of his 
seventeenth birthday. Har-
vey participated in the battle 
of Guadalcanal and Tarawa 
in the South Pacifi c, the Ko-
rean War, and the Vietnam 
War as a helicopter crew 
chief.
 In civilian life he worked 
as an aircraft mechanic for 
various companies in the 
DFW area. Harvey retired 
from DalFort Aircraft in 
1998 and moved from his 
home of thirty years in Val-
ley View, Texas to Dale, Tex-
as in 2005.
 Harvey will be remem-
bered for his teasing jokes, 
his wildly entertaining sto-
ries, his unfailing work eth-
ic, his generous smile, and 
his willingness to help any-
one in need anytime.
Survivors

Harvey is survived by his 
son George Perry and wife 
Th eresa Perry, son Michael 
Perry, and cousin John and  
wife Cindy McAnally.
 Harvey is survived by 9 
Grandchildren, 22 Great-
Grandchildren, and 4 
Great-Great-Grandchildren.
 Grandchildren: Aaryn 
Perry, Gemsong Perry Ryan, 

Deborah Perry Owens, 
Stacy Perry Husted, Curtis 
Perry, Sarah Perry, Tasha 
Devereaux, Tamara Perry 
Marshall, and Jenny Perry 
Sampsel.
 Great-Grandchildren: 
Piper Perry, Rosie Perry, 
Cael Ryan, Finley Ryan, 
Keith Arredondo, Kevin 
Arredondo, Will Owens, 
Amanda Owens, Jace Hus-
ted, Jack Husted, Hudson 
Husted, Cain Perry, Shane 
Davis, Persephone Davis.
 Great-Great-Grandchil-
dren: Trent Arredondo, So-
phia Arredondo, Demorte 
Kleihege, and Casen Owens.

Don Lower

Services
 Graveside services with 
military honors for Don-
ald Ross Lower, 89, of Val-
ley View, are scheduled for 
2:00 P.M., Tuesday, January 
26, 2021, at Tioga Ceme-
tery.  Th e family will receive 
friends from 6:00 to 7:30 
P.M. on Monday, January 
25, at Geo. J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home.
 Mr. Lower passed away 
January 22, 2021 in Valley 
View, TX.
History
 Don was born December 
4, 1931 in Houston, TX to 
Paul and Verna Lower.  He 
was raised in Aldine, TX 
and played football for Al-
dine High School, gradu-
ating in 1950.  Mr. Lower 
then joined the U.S. Navy 
and served on the USS Hel-
ena CA75 during the Ko-
rean War, being honorably 
discharged after four years.  
He married Irma Charlene 
Gabbard on December 6, 
1957 in Grand Prairie, TX.  
Th e family soon thereafter 
moved to Southlake, TX 
where they raised their fam-
ily.  Following a 30-year ca-
reer as a machinist with Tex-
as Instruments, Mr. Lower 
retired in 1990.  He enjoyed 
participating and watching 
many sports but absolutely 
loved to fi sh.  Mr. Lower was 
also an avid supporter of his 
children’s athletics.

Survivors
 Survivors include: wife 
of 63 years, Irma Charlene 
Lower of Valley View; son, 
Roger Lower and wife, Car-
lene Lower of McKinney, 
TX; son, Mitchell Lower 
and wife, Kim Lower of 
Allen, TX; granddaughter, 
Carson Lower; and grand-
daughter, Taylor Lower 
Blankenship and husband, 
Jackson Blankenship.
 Mr. Lower was preceded 
in death by his parents.
Donations
 Memorial contributions 
may be made to Home Hos-
pice of Cooke, Grayson, and 
Fannin Counties.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Bobby (Bob) Berl 
Johnson

Services
 Bobby (Bob) Berl John-
son, 90, of Gainesville, TX, 
passed away Tuesday, Janu-
ary 12, 2021 in Gainesville, 
TX.
 Please join us in a Memo-
rial Service over Zoom on 
February 6, 2021 at 1:00 
pm. For a Zoom link and 
passcode, please call Ricky 
at 940-902-3758. Brother 
Dan Lindsey will offi  ciate. 
Burial will be in Collinsville 
Cemetery.
History
 Bob was born April 23, 
1930 in the Salem com-
munity of Cooke County, 
Texas, to the union of Ernest 
Elmer Johnson and Minnie 
Ruth (Russell) Johnson.
 Bob began working on 
farms, which included pick-
ing cotton, at a young age.  
In 1950, he traveled west, 
picking cotton, with Mr. 
Tull Tyler and his family. 
While in Eloy, Arizona, Bob 
decided to ask Mr. Tyler if 
he could marry Mr. Tyler’s 
daughter, Helen.  Mr. Tyler 
told them to pick cotton un-
til noon, and he would take 
them down to the court-
house. 
 Bob and Helen Virginia 
Tyler were married Decem-

ber 30, 1950 in Eloy, AZ. 
Th ey had recently celebrated 
70 years of marriage.
 Shortly after getting mar-
ried, Bob began working a 
long career in the oilfi eld in 
Texas, South Louisiana, and 
Oklahoma. He also worked 
for Nay Construction, trav-
eling across Texas building 
feed mills. He was retired 
from Cooke County, Texas 
where he was a member of 
the road maintenance crew.
 Bob was preceded in 
death by his parents, Er-
nest Johnson and Minnie 
(Russell) Johnson; son, Jef-
frey Johnson; sister, Shirley 
Th ompson; twin brother, 
Billy Johnson; and brother 
Elmer Johnson.
Survivors
 Survivors include his 
wife, Helen Johnson, of 
Gainesville, TX; daugh-
ter, Gwendolyn Koskinen 
and husband William, of 
Gainesville, TX; sons Ricky 
Johnson of Gainesville, 
TX and David Johnson of 
Whitesboro, TX; sister, Nell 
Lewis, of Whitesboro, TX; 
and brother, Russ Johnson 
(Helen), of Collinsville, TX, 
4 grandchildren and 5 great 
grandchildren. 

Eva Hyden Bradford

Services
 Funeral services for Eva 
Jean (Hyden) Bradford, 86, 
of Oak Point, are scheduled 
for 10:00 A.M. on Saturday, 
January 23, 2021 at Geo. 
J. Carroll & Son Funeral 
Home, Gainesville, TX, 
with Rev. Larry Kremling 
offi  ciating.  Interment at 
Lakeview Cemetery, Mari-
etta, OK, will take place 
privately.  Th e family will 
receive friends from 6:00 to 
7:30 P.M. on Friday, January 
22, at the funeral home.
 Mrs. Bradford passed 
away January 18, 2021 in 
Denton.
History
 Eva was born August 26, 
1934 in Glen Rose, TX.  She 
graduated from Gainesville 
High School and participat-
ed in the Gainesville Com-
munity Circus.  Eva married 
J.R. Bradford on May 23, 
1952 in Gainesville, TX.  
For many years she worked 
for Collin County, eventu-
ally retiring as Chief Deputy 
County Clerk.  Mrs. Brad-
ford enjoyed bowling, sew-
ing and quilting, any kind 
of board or card game, and 
traveling.
Survivors
 Survivors include: daugh-
ter, Mary Gehlsen and hus-
band, Steve of Oak Point; 
grandchildren: Jacy Gehlsen, 
Emily Colon, Eddie Colon, 
Amber Gann (Cliff ord), and 
Justin Robert Adelmann 
(Jessie); six great-grandchil-

dren; sister, Robbie Ann 
Carson and husband, Frank; 
sister Nancy Jo Striplin and 
husband, Ray; sister, Ruby 
Pearl Tallent; sister, Carol 
Sue Matthews; and a host of 
nieces and nephews.
 Mrs. Bradford was pre-
ceded in death by: parents, 
H.H. and Ethel (Mitchell) 
Henderson; husband, J.R. 
Bradford; son, Robert Brad-
ford; and brother-in-law, 
Larry Matthews.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Dale Sleppy

Services
 Wilbur Dale Sleppy, 86, 
of Callisburg, Texas, passed 
away on Sunday, January 
10, 2021, at his home where 
he lived with his wife Dixie 
for 24 years.
 A Celebration of Life ser-
vice will be held for Dale at 
Geo. J. Carroll & Son Fu-
neral Home in Gainesville, 
Texas, on Saturday, January 
30th @ 2:00pm CST. 
History
 He was born on June 12, 
1934, in Arcanum, Ohio 
to the late G. Chalmer and 
Mary Sleppy of Arcanum.  
Both Dale and Dixie grew 
up in southwest Ohio. He 
lived there for 42 years be-
fore moving the family 
to Texas. Dale moved the 
family to Indiana, where 
they lived for 3 years before 
moving to Kansas. Each 
move they made, it seemed 
as though their plan was to 
drop off  a kid or two, or so 
the children say.  
 Dixie was the love of his 
life, and they were married 
for 64 years. As a couple, 
they really enjoyed riding 
his motor scooter and being 
together, whether it was to 
go bowling, roller skating, 
to the movies, or just being 
the fi rst couple out on the 
dance fl oor.  
 Dale served in the Unites 
States Army National Guard 
for 42 years and retired as a 
Lieutenant Colonel (LTC). 
He worked as a Production 
Manager for various mobile 
home manufacturers across 
America before retiring in 
1999. Both Dale and Dixie 
are members of the Cal-
lisburg United Methodist 
Church, and Dale served 
terms as an Administrative 
Council Chairperson and as 
a Sunday School teacher.
 Dale was a gifted run-
ner and athlete. He loved 
to bowl, play baseball and 
softball; but he also enjoyed 
coaching his kids in sports 
and life lessons. He was pas-
sionate about life and was a 
great encourager to his kids, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. He was full 
of joy and loved to laugh as 
well as make others laugh 
with his quick wit. His life 
impacted so many people 
in so many ways. He will be 
missed by all. 
Survivors

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; brothers 
Donny and Robert Sleppy; 
and two infant sons, Timo-

thy and Jeff rey.
 Surviving is his wife Dixie 
and their four children, sons 
Dale Jr. & Cindy of Round 
Rock, TX; Rick & Elaine 
Sleppy of Wichita, KS; Terry 
& Patty Sleppy of Indepen-
dence, MO; and daughter 
Cheri & Greg Wolf of Ox-
ford, PA; 18 grandchildren 
and 16 great-grandchildren.
Donations
 Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Leon Calhoun

Services
 Leon Calhoun, 80 of 
Gainesville, Texas made his 
Earthly Journey on January 
14, 2021.
 Th ere will be a Memorial 
Service on Saturday, Janu-
ary 23, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. 
at Meador Funeral Home 
Chapel, 1204 E. California 
Street, Gainesville, Texas.
History
 He was born on April 
17, 1940 to Howard C. 
Calhoun and Bertha Mae 
(Reed) Calhoun in Gaines-
ville, Texas.  Leon attended 
Booker T. Washington 
school in Gainesville, Texas. 
He worked at Gainesville 
State School, National, Pe-
terbilt and Weber Aircraft.  
Leon loved to fi sh and bowl 
and was affi  liated with Je-
hova Witness Kingdom 
Hall.  
Survivors
 Leon is survived by his 
loving wife of 44 years, Wil-
lie Mae Calhoun; sons, Leon 
Calhoun and wife, Heather 
of Ft. Worth, Texas, Travis 
Calhoun and wife, Felisha 
of Gainesville, Texas; broth-
er, Roosevelt Calhoun and 
wife, Nadine of Louisville, 
Kentucky; 4 grandchildren, 
1 great-grandchild and a 
host of nieces, nephews and 
other relatives and friends.  
He left them all with pre-
cious memories and he will 
be truly missed.  He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents.
 In support of our local, 
state, and federal govern-
ment including CDC di-
rectives and to protect the 
physical health, safety and 
well-being of our commu-
nity, social distancing and 
the wearing of masks while 
attending the funeral ser-
vices and visitation will be 
observed.
 To sign the online registry, 
please go to www.meadorfu-
neral.com.

Rita Jean Hughes

Services
 Rita Jean Hughes, 75 of 
Gainesville, Texas passed 
away on January 18, 2021. 
History
 She was born on Au-
gust 18, 1945 in Oakland, 
Louisiana to Myles Lom-
bard Bowman and Emma

(Continued on Page 10)
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235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Patricia Ruth Nincehels-
er vs. James Richard Holt 
III, divorce.
 Sandra Deann Mercer vs. 

Derek Joseph Mercer, di-
vorce.
 Kyla Deon Taylor vs. 
Quinn Alexander Taylor, 
divorce.
 Kristi Kay Mugridge vs. 
Ryan Alan Mugridge, di-
vorce.
 Benton O’Dell Beaty vs. 
Stephanie Dawna Beaty, 

divorce.

Cases Decided 
 Stephanie Diane Coss-
man vs. Cody Alan Coss-
man, agreed judgements, 
divorce.
 Frank Salvatore Iacino vs. 
Jordan Ashlee Iacino, agreed 
judgements, divorce.

GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Independent School 
District Board of Trust-
ees, during the January 
19, 2021 regular meeting, 
set the board election for 
May 1, 2021. Seats up for 
election are Place 4 held 
by Nathan Dempsey and 
Place 5 held by Brad Cox. 
 Applications for a place 
on the ballot must be fi led 
by 5 p.m. February 12, 
2021. Th e election will be 
held from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
May 1 at the Gainesville 
Civic Center at 311 South 
Weaver Street in Gaines-
ville.
 Early voting will be con-
ducted between 8 a.m. and 
5 p.m. at GISD’s admin-
istration building at 800 
South Morris Street from 
April 19 through April 27.
 In addition, students 
from GISD participated 
in a video thanking board 
members for their ser-
vice in connection with 
School Board Appreciation 
Month. Board members 
viewed the video during 
the meeting.
 Melissa Knight, an art 
teacher at Gainesville Ju-
nior High discussed stu-
dent artwork which was on 
display at the meeting.
 Th e board also recog-
nized the Leopard Pride 
Students of the Month as 
well as the teachers and 
Employee of the Month.
 January Students of the 
Month were Christy Lan-
deros, a junior at Gaines-
ville High School, Roy 
Ibarra, a junior at Gaines-
ville High School; Hyrum 
Andreasen, an eighth grade 
student at Gainesville Ju-
nior; Addysan Pickett, a 
seventh grade student at 
Gainesville Junior High; 
Gracie Borden, a fi fth grade 
student at Lee Intermedi-
ate School; Carisa Th om-
as, a sixth grade student 
Lee Intermediate School; 
Israel Fernandez, a third 
grade student at Chalm-
ers Elementary School; 
Genesis Alvarez, a third 
grade student at Chalmers 
Elementary School, Junior 
Gainzar, a fi rst grade stu-
dent at Edison Elementary 
School and Arely Chavez 
Puente, a fi rst grade stu-
dent at Edison Elementary.
 GISD Employee of the 
Month for January is Ken 
Olison, a technology pro-
fessional at Gainesville 
High School.  

 Teachers of the Month 
for January were Karlie 
Spangler of Lee Interme-
diate School and Alex-
us Vandlandingham of 
Gainesville High School.
 In his superintendent 
report, Dr. Des Stewart 
began with a report on 
student enrollment. He 
said enrollment is down 
by approximately 69 stu-
dents from the 2019-2020 
school year.
 “As you see the trends 
pretty much remain the 
same,” Stewart said “Again, 
given the current status of 
our world, 69 students, I 
think that’s remarkable…
Going into this year, if 
you asked me to project at 
the mid-year mark where 
would you be attendance 
wise, I probably would 
have said several hundred 
below where we were at 
this point last year.”
 He again commended 
the administrators for each 
of GISD’s campuses for at-
tempting to contact fami-
lies and make sure children 
attend school.
 “Th ey are blowing up 
those phones and making 
those calls, making home 
visits to get those people to 
school so that they can be 
accounted for and the most 
important thing to be edu-
cated,” Stewart said.
 He also provided a CO-
VID-19 update.
 “Again, this is something 
that we are continuing to 
monitor,” he said, noting 
two staff  members and 13 
students tested positive for 
the virus [as of Jan. 19.] 
“And again, I think in the 
grand scheme of things 
those are very, very, very 
low numbers for a district 
of 450 plus employees and 
right at 3,000 students…
Th ese are very low per-
centages so kudos to our 
campus staff , our parents 
to ensure that everybody 
is doing their part to keep 
everyone safe.”
 Stewart also noted dis-
trict employees are con-
tinuing to step up to fi ll 
substitute personnel re-
quirements in classrooms 
under the Operation GISD 
plan.
 He said a lack of avail-
able substitute teachers 
meant 70 percent of sub-
stitute jobs were no fi lled.
 “And so, regardless of 
whether those jobs are 
fi lled are not, our campus 

administration, we have to 
put adults and bodies in 
those classrooms to ensure 
that those kids are taught 
and supervised,” Stewart 
said. “And when I tell you 
they were being very cre-
ative to try to ensure that 
a body was in those class-
rooms to make sure that 
kids were still being af-
forded an education, it was 
commendable.”
 Stewart also said the 
district is “really at a cross-
road.”
 “Our May 2020 bond 
was going to address some 
of the needs of the district, 
and of course, we ended 
up cancelling that so I’ve 
had some conversations 
and some organizations to 
potentially look at a No-
vember [2021] bond elec-
tion,” he said. “Again, it’s 
not something that is for 
sure but again, as I said 
at our last board meeting, 
our needs right now… the 
needs of the district have 
not gone away. And so, the 
two big items that we are 
really going to be looking 
at will be Edison [Elemen-
tary] and the junior high.”
 He said he would place 
higher priority on the ju-
nior high project.
 “And so, I’ll be working 
with my team to develop 
a series of options but also 
begin a lot of the back-
ground work to see kind 
of what that entails but 
also to really kind of know 
the scope of the work so 
that I’ll be able to bring to 
you all a proposal,” he said. 
“…I want this to be a true 
scope of work that I want 
to propose to our board of 
trustees that will help drive 
the work moving forward. 
Of course, in order to 
make that become a reality, 
it is going to have to take a 
bond election.”
 He told the board he will 
continue to keep the mem-
bers informed “as more in-
formation is gained.”
 GISD Director of Fi-
nance Alyce Greer present-
ed the 2021-2022 budget 
year calendar.
 Th e board also approved 
consent agenda items in-
cluding minutes of the 
regular 
December 14, 2020, 
monthly bill list, fi nancial 
statement and updates 
NCTC/GISD dual credit 
crosswalk.
 Th e board also approved 

a fi nancial audit conducted 
by Schalk & Smith PC 
Certifi ed Public Accoun-
tants.
 Judy Smith of Schalk and 
Smith noted the district 
had an August 2020 fund 
balance of $14,990,244. 
Smith also noted the net 
change in fund balances 
was $628,849 for the gen-
eral fund and $597,923 for 
other funds. 
 “You did a lot of con-
struction last year,” Smith 
said. “And that construc-
tion shows up on line 81 
[of the audit report].” Th e 
total amount was $3.8 mil-
lion in facilities acquisition 
and construct, she added. 
“So your expenses were in-
creased by that much and 
your fund balance only 
dropped $628,000.”
 She noted the district 
budgeted for its losses. 
“Th e audit went really 
well,” Smith said. “We did 
a lot of it off  sight. Th is has 
just been a crazy year and 
I’m ready for it to get back 
to normal.”
 Next Corey Fickes, an 
attorney with Linebarger 
Attorneys at Law, present-
ed an update on tax collec-
tions for the district.
 “Right now, we’re in the 
middle of our collections 
cycle,” Fickes said, adding 
“As compared to last year, 
now this is the fi rst quar-
ter report, so this is July 1, 
[2020] through September 
30 [2020] we’re ahead of 
last year’s collections by 
about 25 percent.”
 He noted his fi rm “made 
a conscious decision to step 
back on litigation this year 
and bring people to the 
[Cooke County] Appraisal 
District to get on a pay-
ment agreement.” 
 All board members were 
present for Tuesday’s meet-
ing.

GISD Approves Board 
Election for May 1
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Clergy Members Provide 
Blessing for VISTO Building 
- Board members, clergy and 
others met at the Volunteers in 
Service to Others headquar-
ters at 1305 North Culberson 
Street Wednesday to offi -
cially dedicate the organiza-
tion’s new food pantry facility. 
Historic Bible - VISTO 
Executive Director Bekki 
Jones, left, shows a vin-
tage Bible to Adam Spore 
of First United Methodist 
Church during Wednes-
day’s dedication at VISTO. 
(The Weekly News Photos) 

GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Hattie Meyer reported 
a hit and run incident in 
the 1800 block of North 
Grand Avenue.
 Alicia Ginnis reported 
burglary of a motor vehicle 
in the 700 block of North 
Grand Avenue.
 Samantha Mauldin re-
ported the burglary of a 
vehicle in the 800 block of 
South Taylor Street.
 Marissa Edwards report-
ed theft of a fi rearm in the 
2000 block of North I-35.
 Priscilla Sanchez report-
ed burglary of a motor ve-
hicle in the 1300 block of 
Belcher Street.
 Eleazar Delmares report-
ed theft of a motor vehicle 
in the 500 block of South 
Grand Avenue.
 Deborah Winters report-
ed a hit and run incident 
in the 1200 block of South 
Grand Avenue.
 Ramiro Huerta reported 
burglary of a motor vehicle 
in the 1700 block of North 
I-35.
 Derek Harris reported 
burglary of a building in 
the 200 block of South 
Clements Street.
 Kaitlyn Engle reported 
burglary of a vehicle in 
the 1500 block of Cherry 
Street.
 Jennifer Lilley reported 
theft of mail in the 2000 
block of North I-35.
 Roger Foster reported 
theft of a vehicle in the 

1200 block of North 
Weaver Street.
 Th omas Niland reported 
burglary of a motor vehicle 
in the 700 block of East 
Broadway.
 Kathryn Jones reported 
criminal mischief less than 
$750 in the 1500 block of 
Nila Street.
 King’s Garage reported 
theft of a catalytic convert-
er from a vehicle in the 800 
block of North I-35.
 Mitchell Franklin re-
ported theft of wheeler and 
tire from a parked vehicle 
in the 1300 block of North 
Grand Avenue.
 Christopher Cole report-
ed theft in the 1000 block 
of Bella Vista Drive.
 Walmart Supercenter re-
ported theft less than $100 
in the 1800 block of Law-
rence Street.
 Missy Scrogum reported 
graffi  ti in the 600 block of 
North Morris Street.
 Jonathan Hampton re-
ported theft of property 
less than $30,000 in the 
1500 block of Newland 
Drive.
 Guadalupe Puente re-
ported theft of package 
from front porch in the 
200 block of West Cum-
mings Street.
 Tynisha Carter reported 
identity theft in the 1500 
block of East California 
Street.
 James Dill reported the 
burglary of a building in 
the 300 block of South 

Red River Street.
 Alexis Favela reported 
the theft of a vehicle in the 
2000 block of North I-35.
 Jennifer Diaz reported 
burglary of a habitation 
in the 700 block of South 
Weaver Street.
 Leonardo Deozo-Diaz 
reported burglary of a 
building in the 1500 block 
of Newland Drive.
 Linda Langston reported 
criminal mischief less than 
$750 om the 200 block of 
North Grand Avenue.
 Aimee Serrano Camacho 
reported criminal mischief 
less than $750 in the 1100 
block of Lindsay Street.
 Veronica Gomez report-
ed criminal mischief in the 
500 block of North Chest-
nut Street.
 Bridget Scruggs reported 
a hit and run incident in 
the 300 block of North 
Grand Avenue.
 Walmart Supercenter 
reported theft in the 1800 
block of Lawrence Street.
 Jeff rey D. Whittington 
and Tammy L. Rasure re-
ported theft of property 
less than $100 in the 1800 
block of Lawrence Street.
 Walmart Supercenter 
reported theft less than 
$2,500 om the 1800 block 
of Lawrence Street.

Arrest Log
 Jesse R. Starnes, 30, 
criminal trespass of a habi-
tation.
 Tayton C. McKenzie, 

24, driving while intoxi-
cated.
 Austin Vondrak, 24, 
public intoxication.
 Robert F. Elliot, 32, re-
sisting arrest/criminal tres-
passing.
 Melissa D. Barefi eld, 21, 
manufacture/delivery of 
a controlled subtace less 
than 200 grams, possession 
of marijuana less than two 
ounces.
 Derian T. Campbell, 27, 
driving while intoxicated, 
open container.
 Demetrius T. Franklin, 
25, possession of marijua-
na less than fi ve pounds.
 Ashley N. Alexander, 30, 
public intoxication.
 Joe R. Hooper, 34, pub-
lic intoxication.
 Zachary R. Bryant, 31, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram.
 Joe R. Hooper, 34, crim-
inal trespass.
 Lisa E. Zimmerman, 55, 
theft of property less than 
$750.
 Richard E. King, 30, 
driving while intoxicated/
open container.
 Rodrigo Barrios-Pimen-
tal, 24, public intoxication.
 James L. Watson, 38, 
possession of marijuana 
less than two ounces.
 Billy D. Manuel, 29, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams/possession of mari-
juana less than two ounc-
es.

Gainesville Police 
Receive Reports

311 E. California St.
Gainesville, TX
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Sentences Issued for 
Felony Indictments
COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following sentences 
were issued for felony in-
dictments and fi led in the 
235th District Court.
 David James Wellborn, 
24, was convicted of the 
August 1, 2019 second de-
gree felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than 200 grams 
and was sentenced to fi ve 
years probation deferred, a 
$500 fi ne plus restitution 
and court costs.
 Ramiro Rene Renovato, 
42, was convicted of the 
September 30, 2019 state 
jail felony off ense of credit 
card or debit card abuse 
and was sentenced to two 
years probation deferred, 
plus restitution and court 
costs. 
 Joe Rance Hooper, 34, 
was convicted of the Au-

gust 8, 2020 third degree 
felony off ense evading ar-
rest or detention with a 
vehicle and was sentenced 
to fi ve years probation 
deferred, a $500 fi ne and 
court costs.
 Jerry Joe Arbogast was 
convicted of the Sep-
tember 3, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of theft of 
property less than $2,500 
with two or more previ-
ous convictions and was 
sentenced to one year con-
fi nement in a state jail fa-
cility and court costs. Ar-
bogast was also convicted 
of the September 3, 2020 
state jail felony off ense of 
fraudulent use/possession 
of identifying informa-
tion and was sentenced to 
one year confi nement in a 
state jail facility and court 
costs.

 Jimmy Charles Cham-
bers, 44, was convicted 
of the October 9, 2020 
third degree felony off ense 
of tampering with physi-
cal evidence and was sen-
tenced to fi ve years proba-
tion deferred, a $500 fi ne 
and court costs. Cham-
bers was also convicted 
of the October 9, 2020 
state jail felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance and was sen-
tenced to fi ve years proba-
tion deferred, a $500 fi ne 
plus restitution and court 
costs. In addition, Cham-
bers was convicted of the 
October 9, 2020 third 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance and was sen-
tenced to fi ve years proba-
tion deferred, a $500 fi ne 
and court costs. 
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By Susan Estrich

On Tuesday afternoon, while 
working at my desk, two 
things happened almost at 
once. 
 My law school roommate 
texted me that she and her 
husband had just signed up 
online to get the COVID-19 
vaccine.
 Minutes later, my daughter 
called to say she had been on 
Twitter and found out that 
vaccines were being released 

that had been reserved for 
health care workers and fi rst 
responders, many of whom 
declined the opportunity to be 
protected.
 My daughter was online as 
we talked. She snagged three 
appointments at a fi re station, 
for me; for her dad; and for 
Rosie, our nanny of 30 years, 
who lives with me and takes 
care of the dogs now. 
 Rosie is the one who needs 
it. She was told a year ago that 
she had stage 4 gastric cancer, 
which has an asterisk instead of 
a number for the fi ve-year sur-
vival rate. At the end of a year, 
I insisted on second opinions, 
which gave us hope: Th e doctor 
at UCLA said he thought it was 
more likely that it was stage 3, 
and maybe in remission, and al-
most surely operable, although 
that might not be the best 
course given the hospital time 
and recovery. So, this week, 
Rosie went back to chemo, 
without a vaccine to protect her 

and surrounded by her children 
and grandchildren. 
 When she told the doctors 
and nurses about the appoint-
ment “her boss” (we are more 
like sisters) made, they told her 
she needs to wait seven days 
from the end of the round to 
get a vaccine. Th ey are hop-
ing to receive more vaccines in 
February. I hope so, too. But 
in the meantime, my daugh-
ter hopped online again today 
and apologized that the best 
she could do was a week from 
Saturday at Dodger Stadium. 
 Of course, no one who was 
treating Rosie advised her to 
go to a website that has hardly 
been publicized but was cre-
ated with the cooperation of 
the county. On this one, her 
boss has no connections. But 
I have kids who grew up with 
computers.
 One of the newest mem-
bers of the Los Angeles City 
Council, a progressive woman 
for whom my daughter vol-

unteered during the election 
cycle, said the magic words in 
a Twitter chain. 
 Carbon Health. If you live 
in California and are over 65, 
the provider has appointments 
available. 
 I had gone to lacounty.gov 
and gotten nowhere. 
 All you need is an internet-
savvy kid who is on the right 
Twitter feeds. My son, who is 
the software genius in the fam-
ily, didn’t even have to build a 
bot. 
 I am beyond grateful. Hav-
ing barely left my house in 
almost a year because I have 
been so worried about Rosie, 
the idea that we might be 
protected in three and a half 
weeks astounds me. I was pre-
pared for May. Or June. 
 But it is completely nuts.
 Th e Hispanic community in 
Los Angeles is being crushed 
by COVID. Hispanics live in 
multigenerational homes, with 
essential workers everywhere; 

the younger generation brings 
the virus home to parents and 
grandparents, who make up 
most of the deaths here. 
 I had this vision that there 
would be mobile units going 
up and down the streets in the 
hardest-hit areas, where not 
every house has Wi-Fi or com-
puters, much less nonessential 
workers who can fi nd their 
way to a website that, until 
days ago, was only publicized 
on Twitter.
 My daughter explained 
what she had done. It was easy.
 Check a box. Give your 
name, email and date of birth. 
 On Th ursday, the website 
was closed to new appoint-
ments, with a notice that Car-
bon was working through all 
the existing requests. But on 
Friday, the site was up again, 
and Dodger Stadium had 
times available.
 A friend went to Magic 
Mountain today, a one-hour 
drive, and waited in his car for 

two hours. Who cares? He got 
the vaccine. Unfortunately, his 
wife, who is only 64 and a half, 
isn’t eligible.
 I am blessed. I am grateful. 
It is the fi rst time in my life 
that I am happy to be my age. 
On Monday, my son will drive 
me to a fi re station in East LA, 
where the COVID rates are 
about 4 times what they are 
in my neighborhood. I know 
the area because it is home to 
USC’s medical complex, in-
cluding LAC-USC Medical 
Center, which serves the poor 
people in the community. But 
I don’t expect we will be see-
ing too many folks from that 
neighborhood. And that really 
is nuts. 
 To fi nd out more about Su-
san Estrich and read features 
by other Creators Syndicate 
writers and cartoonists, visit 
the Creators Syndicate website 
at www.creators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2021 CRE-
ATORS.COM

Susan Estrich

The Vaccine Lottery...

Opinions

Editor’s note – Letters 
to the Editor refl ect only 
the opinion of the author 
and not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 I do not think we can 
aff ord more career politi-
cians representing us.  Da-
vid Spiller may be a fi ne 
attorney and well liked in 
Jacksboro.  He has endorse-
ments from well-heeled 
politicians in Austin.  He 
says he has served on the 
Jacksboro school board for 
26 years.  He says he has 
been the City Attorney for 
33 years and hospital gen-
eral counsel for 30 years.  
While he talks about low-
ering property taxes, the 
truth is the tax rates of 
those taxing entities are in 
the stratosphere.
 I have never bragged on 
our local tax rates, at least 
not since I left the college 
board.  If you compare 
the current tax rates of the 
three entities Mr. Spiller 
has a leadership role in 
for 26-33 years, we may 
be getting a bargain.  Th e 
hospital district rate he 
represents is $.3150 com-
pared to NTMC’s rate 
of $.1406.  Th at is 124% 
higher than ours.  Th e City 
of Jacksboro he represents 
has a tax rate of $1.1467 
compared to the City of 
Gainesville at $.6875.  
His is 67% higher.  Th e 
Jacksboro ISD has a tax 
rate of $1.4264 compared 
to Gainesville ISD of 
$1.1016.  If the state had 
not imposed tighter tax 
limits on school districts, 
no doubt it would be high-
er as their history shows.  
For a $200,000 house, the 

property taxes are $1,900 
higher where Mr. Spiller 
is involved.  It is one thing 
to claim you are conserva-
tive, it is another to show 
it through leadership.  
Mr. Spiller clearly fails on 
his record of big tax and 
spend.
 I supported Craig Cart-
er in the Senate race and 
again in the House Dis-
trict 68 race.  He seems to 
be a common-sense busi-
nessman.  He gives back 
to his community with 
the churches and the food 
bank he is involved in.  
Unlike career politicians, 
he supports term limits.  
He supports law enforce-
ment, election integrity, 
securing our border and 
our 2nd amendment 
rights.  He does not just 
talk about job creation, he 
has created over 100 jobs, 
reopening the Old Boot 
Factory in Nocona.
 I think it is high-time we 
the people are represented 
by a common-sense, true 
conservative businessman 
vs. career politicians that 
claim to be conservative, 
but their history says oth-
erwise, at least when it 
comes to taxes.  

Steve Gaylord
Valley View

To the Editor, 

 I am a racist.  I am a 
72-year-old white man 
and I have been a politi-
cal liberal my entire adult 
life.  In the 1960s my fa-
ther led the desegregation 
of the business district of 
Denison, and I have par-
ticipated in racial justice 
eff orts since I was 18.  And 
I am a racist.
 I am a racist because I 
grew up in white privilege 
in a world that understood 
whiteness to be superior.  I 
never had to enter through 

the back door, swim in a 
pool for Blacks only so the 
white pool water would 
not be contaminated, or 
fear that my father would 
not come home because 
of a traffi  c stop.  After 72 
years, that privilege is still 
part of who I am.  I can-
not escape it.  It colors my 
world in the same way that 
speaking English and be-
ing a Christian do.  And 
this is true of virtually ev-
ery white person I know.
 Th is does not make me 
a bad person—it is not my 
intention to let racism af-
fect my behavior.  But a 
lifetime of white privilege 
means that I cannot eas-
ily escape the attitudes 
and stereotypes of racism.  
It is simply my birthright 
that limits how I experi-
ence the world and those 
around me.  And no, I 
do not suff er from “white 
guilt.”   I never consciously 
made decisions on where 
I came from and the bag-
gage, good and bad, that 
came along with it.  What 
it does mean, however, is 
that I must work hard to 
empathize with people 
whose birthright meant 
they were victims of a cul-
ture built around slavery 
and white superiority.
 Th e attack on the Capi-
tol was fueled by open rac-
ism and white resentment.  
Open racism will never 
be defeated until white 
people of good will under-
stand our implicit racial 
bias. We must be willing 
to understand how that 
bias allows us to accept 
public symbols of slavery 
as normal.  At how easily 
we adopt diff erent expec-
tations and standards for 
Black people. At how often 
we see and accept exces-
sive use of force in Black 
neighborhoods—force 
that we would never al-
low to be used against our 
white children in “good 
neighborhoods.”  We can 
no longer sit in our living 

rooms pretending we are 
not complicit when our 
silence is met by the con-
duct of mobs of armed and 
violent racists.  We must 
now have the courage to 
condemn white suprema-
cy—and all its manifesta-
tions--if our democracy is 
to be saved.  “Our “Silence 
in the face of evil is itself 
evil.” (Dietrich Bonhoef-
fer)

Ron Underwood
Gainesville

To the Editor, 

 It has been a privilege 
to be counted among the 
75 to 100 million patri-
ots who voted for Donald 
Trump. We fully expected 
4 more years of peace and 
prosperity!
 Unfortunately, Joe Biden 
has other ideas. Trump has 
given us energy indepen-
dence! Biden has tossed it 
away. Trump has secured 
the border!  Biden is tell-
ing Covid infested illegals 
to come on over!  Trump 
gave us peace! Th ere has al-
ready been signs of unrest 
around the world. Trump 
got the best of China. 
Biden’s motto is to put 
China fi rst! How did this 
happen? It’s simple. Th e 
election was stolen!
 So what do we do? Th e 
fi rst step is to turn the 
television off ! Th e second 
step is to take measures to 
secure the integrity of the 
vote!  Th e third step is to 
reform  or replace the Re-
publican Party! Th e fourth 
step is to demand term 
limits! When we retake the 
house and senate we can 
relax and turn the televi-
sion on! Just don’t believe 
anything you hear on the 
fake news!

Danny Stoff els
Lindsay

Letters to the Editor...

Patrick J. Buchanan
Biden’s America: One Nation or Us Versus Th em?

By Patrick J. Buchanan

“We have met the enemy and 
he is us,” said Walt Kelly’s 
cartoon character Pogo, half 
a century ago, about what we 
Americans were doing to our 
environment. 
 Rereading President Joe 
Biden’s inaugural address, Po-
go’s remark comes to mind.
 Biden began on a lofty, 

hopeful and familiar note:
 “Th is is a great nation. We 
are a good people.” 
 He ended in the same vein: 
“So, with purpose and re-
solve, we turn to those tasks 
of our time. Sustained by 
faith. Driven by conviction. 
And, devoted to one another 
and the country we love with 
all our hearts.”
 Within the address itself, 

however, Biden recited what 
he believes to be the historic 
crimes of the nation and the 
sins of the soul that torment 
a considerable portion of our 
population.
 Among the affl  ictions from 
which America suff ers, said 
Biden, are “political extrem-
ism, white supremacy” and 
“domestic terrorism.”
 How do we overcome these 

evils? 
 Said Biden, “Unity is the 
path.” 
 But how can good Ameri-
cans unite with white su-
premacists and domestic 
terrorists? Ought we not sep-
arate ourselves and do battle 
with them? And who exactly 
are they?
 Surely, among the enemy 
is the mob that invaded and 
trashed the Capitol on Jan. 
6. But what of the hundreds 
of thousands who came out 
for Trump rallies? What of 
the 75 million who voted for 
Donald Trump?
 Are all the deplorables 
outside the company of the 
saved? Are they, as Hillary 
Clinton once said of them, 
“irredeemable”?
 “Today, we celebrate the 
triumph not of a candidate 
but of a cause,” said Biden, 
“the cause of democracy.”
 Th e clear implication here 
is that a victory for Trump 
on Nov. 3, would have been 
a defeat for democracy. How 
unifying is that? 
 “Today, on this January 
day,” said Biden, “my whole 
soul is in this: Bringing 
America together. Uniting 
our people. And uniting our 
nation. I ask every American 
to join me in this cause.” 
 He then enumerated the 
characteristics of our enemy: 
“Anger, resentment and ha-
tred. Extremism, violence 
and lawlessness.”
 Yet, on inauguration night, 
antifa mobs attacked the 
Democratic Party headquar-
ters in Portland and torched 
American fl ags in Seattle, the 
same kind of left-wing mobs 
that gave us a long hot sum-
mer of rioting, looting and 
arson after the death in Min-
neapolis of George Floyd. 
 Has Biden ever condemned 
by name these mobs the way 
he did the mob that invaded 
the Capitol on Jan. 6?
 Biden went on to describe 
U.S. history as he sees it, as a 
long Manichaean struggle for 
the soul of America.
 “Th e forces that divide us 
are deep and they are real. 
... Our history has been a 
constant struggle between 
the American ideal that we 
are all created equal and the 
other harsh, ugly reality that 
racism, nativism, fear and de-
monization have long torn us 
apart.”
 But if our history has been 
an endless struggle against 
racism, nativism and dema-
goguery, and today’s struggle 
is against rampant anger, re-
sentment, hatred, extremism, 
violence and lawlessness, as 
well as “white supremacists 
and domestic terrorists,” how 
can we credibly call ourselves 

a “great nation” and “good 
people”?
 While Biden identifi es the 
demonic character of the en-
emy, he does not name them. 
Who are they? How can we 
defeat them if the president 
will not identify them? And 
if they are evil and we are 
good, then why should we 
unite with them rather than 
ostracize and crush them?
 In Joe’s depiction: “We can 
see each other not as adver-
saries but as neighbors. We 
can treat each other with 
dignity and respect. We can 
join forces, stop the shouting 
and lower the temperature. 
For without unity, there is 
no peace only bitterness and 
fury.”
 But is “fury” not a legiti-
mate attribute of those fi ght-
ing the hateful enemies Biden 
describes?
 “Today in this time and 
place, let’s start afresh. All of 
us. Let’s begin to listen to one 
another again. Hear one an-
other. See one another. Show 
respect for one another.”
 Th is call to unity is fol-
lowed by another call, to “re-
ject the culture in which facts 
themselves are manipulated 
and even manufactured.” 
 After this, Biden went off  
on a tear against mendacity.
 “Recent weeks and months 
have taught us a painful les-
son. Th ere is truth and there 
are lies. Lies told for power 
and for profi t.” 
 All our leaders have a duty 
and responsibility “to defend 
the truth and defeat the lies.”
 But who are the liars? And 
if we are to do battle against 
the liars, why did Biden de-
clare a minute later: “We 
must end this uncivil war.”
 It was said of Warren Hard-
ing’s inaugural address that it 
was “an army of pompous 
phrases marching across the 
landscape in search of an 
idea.” 
 Joe Biden’s inaugural was 
the most confusing, contra-
dictory and incoherent ever 
delivered from the steps of 
the Capitol, refl ective of the 
mind of its author and the 
state of the Union he now 
leads.
 Good luck, Mr. President. 
You will need it, and so will 
we.
 Patrick J. Buchanan is the 
author of “Nixon’s White 
House Wars: Th e Battles 
Th at Made and Broke a Pres-
ident and Divided America 
Forever.” To fi nd out more 
about Patrick Buchanan and 
read features by other Cre-
ators writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators website at 
www.creators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2021 
CREATORS.COM
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to face. We’ve really been 
able to support the organi-
zations we’ve always sup-
ported so I think it’s been 
great to still be able to help 
out, make sure that we’re 
funding the [organizations] 
that really needed it.”
 Th e United Way helps 
fund at least 19 area organi-
zations.
 She says she is a “go get-
ter” and likes being part of 
the community.

 “I’m involved with the 
Kiwanis [club], I’m a chair 
for North Central Texas 
College,” she said. “I really 
try to stay involved but it’s 
all about people and rela-
tionships.” 
 She said she’s already been 
exposed to many United 
Way supported organiza-
tions.
 “It’s a fresh face but it’s 
already somebody who has 
been around the county for 
a while,” she said.
 She said she also earned a 

master of science degree in 
management.
 Gangruth said she’s also 
the mother of two children. 
Her son is a member of 
the United States Marine 
Corps and her daughter is a 
student at Muenster Junior 
High School.
 Upcoming events may 
include a blood drive, she 
said.
 According to a news re-
lease, the Cooke County 
United Way (CCUW) is a 
locally incorporated non-

profi t organization that 
is the single largest non-
governmental funder of 
health and human services 
in our community. United 
Way campaign dollars sup-
port dozens of health- and 
human-service certifi ed 
agencies and programs that 
address community needs 
365 days a year. Th is one 
community-wide campaign 
is the most organized, ef-
fi cient and accountable 
system for investing in the 
community. 

Cooke County United Way Welcomes 

Grangruth as New Executive Director

GAINESVILLE – Cooke 
County offi  cials have re-
ported 49 deaths so far 
due to the coronavirus. 
Offi  cials continue to urge 
residents to follow CDC 
guidelines including avoid-
ing situations which will 
perpetuate community 
spread. 
 Th e current round of 
COVID-19 testing ends 
January 27 at the Cooke 
County Fair Association 
Barn at 1901 Justice Cen-
ter Boulevard. 
 Registration will be com-
pleted on site for the cura-
tive SARS-COV-2 assay 
oral swab test. Pre-regis-
tration is allowed 24 hours 
prior to desired testing date 
only at https://curative.

com/sites/10033.
 Drive up testing is avail-
able from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on through January 27. 
Th e testing site has been 
open the past three weeks.
 Results will be returned 
via text message or email 
within approximately two 
to fi ve days of testing.
 As of Friday, January 22, 
there were 243 active cases 
and 3,141 total cases re-
ported in Cooke County.
 Th e highest number of 
Cooke County cases was 
105 in Gainesville as of 
January 22.
 According to the Tex-
as Department of State 
Health Services online 
dashboard, the state re-
ported 1,960,061 CO-

VID-19 cases Monday, 
January 25 compared to 
1,853,521 COVID cases 
Monday, January 18.
 Harris County has the 
highest number of posi-
tive COVID incidents 
with 296,521 cases as 
of Jan. 25, 2021. Dal-
las County has 216,968 
cases compared 206,329 
cases Jan. 18 and Tar-
rant County has reported 
177,632 cases reported 
Jan. 25 compared to 
165,131 cases Jan. 18.
 Denton County has 
39,977 cases according to 
data from the Texas De-
partment of State Health 
Services online dashboard. 
Grayson County has 9,271 
cases. Wise County report-

ed 4,964 cases. Montague 
County has 1,535 COVID 
cases. Love County, Okla-
homa has reported 1,295 
cases according to the 
Oklahoma Health Depart-
ment dashboard.
 According to Cooke 
County offi  cials, individu-
als with COVID-19 may 
exhibit symptoms two to 
14 days after exposure to 
the virus.
 Indications of possible 
coronavirus infection in-
clude fever or chills, cough, 
shortness of breath or dif-
fi culty breathing, muscle 
or body aches, headaches, 
new loss of taste or smell, 
sore throat, congestion 
or runny nose, nausea or 
vomiting and diarrhea.

COVID-19 Death Toll 
Reaches 49 in County

GAINEVILLE – Gaines-
ville City Council unani-
mously approved, at its 
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 
called meeting, a motion 
for the general municipal 
election to be held by the 
city May 1, 2021.
 Th e election is for Ward 
1, Ward 2, Ward 4 coun-
cilmembers and mayor.
 Early voting at Gaines-
ville City Hall, 200 Rusk 
Street, is from 8 a.m. 
through 5 p.m. April 19 
through April 27. An ex-
ception is that early voting 
is set for 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
on Th ursday, April 22 and 
Monday, April 26. 
 May 1, 2021 voting 
day hours are 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. at the Gainesville 
Civic Center at 311 South 
Weaver Street.
 Also included on the 
ballet is a resolution which 
will allow the city to aban-
don the sesquicentennial 
park for the purpose of 
building a fi re station on 
the site.
 “Basically, what this 
would allow is, at some 
point in time, the coun-
cil adopted by resolution 
and declared the southern 
portion of the block that 
fire station 2 is located 
upon as a park,” Gaines-
ville City Manager Barry 
Sullivan said. “It doesn’t 
give any dimensions to 
how big that park is. It 
doesn’t give any survey 
points. It just says ‘the 
southern portion of it’ so 
that could’ve meant the 
last ten feet or five feet 
from the door of the fire 
station. We don’t know. 
But at one time, I think 
they were planning on 
putting a tennis court or 
something on there, and 
they decided to declare 
that southern portion of 

that a park. What we’ve 
been looking at and put 
in our five-year plan is to 
rebuild Fire Station No. 
2 and so the idea would 
be to build it just south 
of where it is located, 
move the fire department 
in and demo the old fire 
station.  This would al-
low us to use what was 
identified as a park but 
never developed as a 
park…”
  Mayor Jim Goldswor-
thy said he believes there 
was once a tennis court on 
the site, “but they are no 
longer in use.”
 Councilmember Ward 4 
Ken Keeler noted the site 
is an area near the Tom 
Th umb supermarket.
 Councilmembers vot-
ed unanimously to place 
the item to abandon the 
park on the May 1 bal-
lot.  Th e council also 
voted unanimously to 
award a bid from THI 
Water Well LLC for re-
pairs and improvements to 
Well No. 9 and Well No. 
7.
 “We went out for bids 
to bids to replace Well No. 
9 pump motor and actu-
ally it was in our budget 
for this year,” Gainesville 
Public Works Manager 
Ron Sellman said. “We 
budgeted $89,000 for 
that and it was approved. 
Th at bid came in at about 
$81,000. At the same 
time, probably about two 
months ago, Well No. 7 
went down and we looked 
at doing it the same way.” 
Sellman said the amount 
to replace Well No. 7 is 
approximately $28,000. 
He said his department 
also considered ways to 
“get more water out of 
[pump No. 7] which we 
really need.”

  “So it will be about 
$112,000,” Sellman said. 
“I believe we have that in 
our fund balance and what 
it will do is I’ll be able to 
increase it by about 150 
gallons a minute which is 
well No. 7. Well No. 9, we 
can increase it by 200 gal-
lons a minute. Any time 
we can upgrade a well like 
that you try to do it. Es-
pecially with… not having 
to dig a well or make it 
deeper.”
 Th e city has eight wells, 
Sellman noted. Well No. 
9 is near the Gainesville 
Municipal Airport and 
Moss Lake Road while 
Well No. 7 is close to Rice 
Avenue.
 “We did not budget 
for Well No. 7,” Sullivan 
said. “We could pay the 
$28,000 because we do 
budget around $150,000 
a year for maintenance 
on all of our wells but 

this would have to come 
out of our fund balance. 
Currently we do have 
213 days fund balance. 
We don’t like to have that 
much. We like to keep it 
at 200 or lower, between 
180 and 200. Th is would 
bring us to about 206 days 
of reserve.”
 Gainesville Police Chief 
Kevin Phillips also provid-
ed a report regarding on-
line reporting of criminal 
incidents. 
 Phillips said his agency 
recently implemented an 
online reporting system.
 “I wanted to kind of 
give you an overview of 
that and how it works,” 
he said. “We had talked 
about this in years past 
and the options were out 
there which were more 
costly and we were con-
cerned that it might not 
be cost eff ective for citi-
zens so we just continued 

to kind of evaluate that.”
 Phillips said the depart-
ment was able to cover the 
cost of the CRIMES inter-
face through a COVID-19 
grant fund.
 He said the online sys-
tem is easily available via 
the city of Gainesville’s 
website. 
 Phillips said any indi-
vidual who wants to re-
port a true emergency 
should call 911. He also 
noted anyone who makes 
a false report has commit-
ted a criminal off ense. 
 Phillips said an offi  cer 
will review the complaints 
submitted through the sys-
tem and relay the report to 
a supervisor for review. 
 “It’s also important to 
report that we in no way 
[intend] to replace that 
offi  cer interaction that 
someone wants,” he said. 
“If someone wants an offi  -
cer, we will obviously send 

an offi  cer… We will still 
send an offi  cer out.”
 In response to a ques-
tion, Phillips said the 
department has not yet 
offi  cially taken an online 
report.
 City Manager Barry Sul-
livan asked Phillips what 
types of reports he thinks 
will be taken via the on-
line system.
 “I can see it being lost 
property,” Phillips said. 
“Th ose types of informa-
tion reports, especially 
those things where some-
one just needs it for insur-
ance purposes.”
 Th e public has been 
made aware of the system 
via press releases and social 
media outlets, he noted.
 Th e council unanimous-
ly approved minutes of the 
January 5, 2021 meeting.
 All council members 
were present for Tuesday’s 
meeting.

Gainesville City Council Calls For Election; 

Allows Abandonment of Park for New Fire 

Station to be Placed on Ballot

COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following incidents 
were reported to the 
Cooke County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce.
 Th e Muenster Enter-
prise reported criminal 
mischief less than $2,500 
in the 100 block of East 
1st Street in Muenster.
 Rickey Wayne Wasser 
reported fraudulent use/
possession of identifying 
information in the 4000 
block of County Road 
337.
 Elyata Anita Guest re-
ported theft of property 

less than $30,000 in the 
7000 block of West FM 
922 in Era.
 Mitchell Wayne 
Westervelt reported crim-
inal mischief less than 
$2,500 in the 200 block 
of West California Street 
in Gainesville.
 Joseph Gary Baldridge 
reported theft of property 
less than $30,000 in the 
100 block of Cross Creek 
Lane in Gainesville.
 
Arrest Log
 James Allen Hastings 
II, 37, simple assault/

family violence.
 James Allen Hastings, 
64, simple assault/house-
hold member.
 Joe Paul Slover, 43, 
burglary of a habitation, 
resisting arrest, search or 
transport.
 Nathan Eugene Dam-
ron, 44, assault causes 
bodily injury/family vio-
lence.
 Heather Marie Fletch-
er, 37, possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than four grams, tam-
pering with physical evi-
dence, three counts of is-

suance of bad check.
 David Style Timms, 54, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram.
 Destoni Michelle West-
brook, 35, possession of 
marijuana less than two 
ounces.
 Ryan Dewayne 
Shugart, 20, rape in-
strumentation – Carter 
County Oklahoma, forc-
ible sodomy – Carter 
County.
 Braeden Joseph How-
ard, 18, during under the 
infl uence, minor.

Cooke County Sheriff  
Logs Incident Reports
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Lady Needed
Retired Man in Good 
Health Needs a Lady 
to Share His Beautiful 

Home in Vintage Square 
as Well as $400 Monthly. 

Includes All Food and 
Drinks.  Also Included 

is 2 Weeks in Southern 
California Including Air 
Fare, Etc.  Stop By My 
Home and Let’s Talk. 

No Romance. 
903-495-5434.

Legal Notices

Help Wanted

The Weekly News

Covering the
Entire County

Use The Weekly News 
for all of your legal no-
tice needs. We service 
the largest number of cli-
ents of ANY paper in the 
Cooke County Area. Our 
legal notices are a low, fl at 
rate price to help you ful-
fi l your legal obligations. 
Give us a call to fi nd out 
more, 940-665-2320.

Gus is the best boy 
that would be the 
perfect companion 
for someone look-
ing for a buddy 
that will always 
be there for you. 
He is such a calm, 
well-mannered boy 
that would enjoy 
laying around the 
house and doesn’t 
get too playful. He 
loves being around 
people and getting 
attention, he will 

even lean up against you to let you know how much he 
enjoys being with you. Another amazing thing about 
Gus is that he is housebroken! He does not go in his 
kennel and will wait every morning to be let outside 
to do his business. Gus does get along with other dogs 
and seems to prefer dogs with his same temperament. 
He is the sweetest boy that will give whoever is lucky 
enough to adopt him all the love and affection you 
could want. If you are interested in meeting Gus you 
can give us a call at (940)665-9800 to make an appoint-
ment to meet him, bring your kids and dogs along to 
meet him as well! Noah’s Ark is open Monday- Satur-
day 11-5, closed Thursday and Sunday. 

Animal Adoption

Construction Worker Wanted at Jonah Skipworth Con-
struction and Plumbing. Call Jonah at 940-222-3353 or 
apply online at jonah@jonahskipworth.com.
                                                                                                                                                            01/27

Personals

Dishwasher, cook, bus tables. Apply in person at Los 
Mariachis, Gainesville, 319 North Commerce Street.
                                                                                                                                            01/27

Classifi ed Ads for 
as low as $7.50 

per week.
940.665.2320

Belcher Transportation is looking for experienced 
hopper drivers with a good safety record. Must have 
a Class A Commercial Driver’s License. Drivers must 
pass a drug & alcohol test and a physical prior to being 
hired. Competitive Pay, Home weekly, Paid Weekly 
Contact Heather at heather.belchertras@outlook.com 
or (940)-458-2528. 
                                                                                                                                           01/13

No. PR 17904
IN THE ESTATE OF JOHNANN S. BEZNER, 

DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Tes-
tamentary for the Estate of JOHNANN S. BEZNER, 
Deceased, were issued on January 11, 2021, in Cause 
No. PR17904, in the County Court at Law of Cooke 
County, Texas, to: JACOB B. BEZNER. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.
 
 c/o: JONATHAN W. HENLEY
   Attorney at Law
  Adams, Bennett, Duncan & Henley
  100 East Broadway
  Gainesville, Texas 76240

 DATED the 14th day of January, 2021. 

   ADAMS, BENNETT, DUNCAN & HENLEY
   By: JONATHAN W. HENLEY
   Attorney for Independent Executor
   State Bar No.: 24057896
   100 East Broadway
   Gainesville, Texas 76240
   Telephone: (940) 668-2600
   Facsimile: (940) 668-6880
   Email: jon.henley@abdhlaw.com
                                                                                                                                                          01/27

Sivells Bend ISD is Hiring Custodial/Maintenance/Bus 
Driver. Primary Purpose: Follow routine cleaning and 
maintenance procedures to maintain a high standard 
of safety, cleanliness, and effi ciency of building op-
erations and grounds and to drive two bus routes, one 
in the morning and one in the afternoon Monday-Fri-
day.Qualifi cations: High School Diploma, Must hold 
a CDL Texas License.  How to Apply:  Contact Lisa 
Slaughter, Superintendent, Phone:  940-665-6411 Ext. 
112 or Email:  lslaughter@sivellsbendisd.net.
                                                                                                                                                      01/27

NO. PR 17887
IN THE ESTATE OF RODNEY LYNN 

BALTHROP, DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Tes-
tamentary for the Estate of Rodney Lynn Balthrop, 
Deceased, were issued on January 19, 2021, in Cause 
No. PR17887, pending in the County Court at Law of 
Cooke County, Texas, to: Karen L. Dennis. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. 
 
 Karen L. Dennis
 Robertson & Moss Attorneys, LLP
 c/o James L. Moss
 SBN: 24049592
 104 West Main Street 
 Gainesville, Texas 76240
 Phone: (940) 665-5697
 Facsimile: (940) 665-5698
 james.moss@robertsonmoss.com 

DATED the 19th day of January, 2021.
                                                                                                                                                          01/27

NO. PR 17903
IN THE ESTATE OF BILL J. MADDOX,

DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of Bill J. Maddox, Deceased, 
were issued on January 20, 2021, in Cause No. 
PR17903, pending in the County Court at Law of 
Cooke County, Texas, to: Marcus David Maddox. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. 
 
 Marcus David Maddox
 Robertson & Moss Attorneys, LLP
 c/o James L. Moss
 SBN: 24049592
 104 West Main Street 
 Gainesville, Texas 76240
 Phone: (940) 665-5697
 Facsimile: (940) 665-5698
 james.moss@robertsonmoss.com 

DATED the 20th day of January, 2021.
                                                                                                                                                          01/27

NO. PR 17895
IN THE ESTATE OF GENE C. NICHOLSON, 

DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Tes-
tamentary for the Estate of Gene C. Nicholson, De-
ceased, were issued on January 15, 2021, in Cause 
No. PR17895, pending in the County Court at Law of 
Cooke County, Texas, to: John D. Nicholson. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. 
 
 John D. Nicholson
 Robertson & Moss Attorneys, LLP
 c/o James L. Moss
 SBN: 24049592
 104 West Main Street 
 Gainesville, Texas 76240
 Phone: (940) 665-5697
 Facsimile: (940) 665-5698
 james.moss@robertsonmoss.com 

DATED the 14th day of January, 2021.
                                                                                                                                                          01/27

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of Wayne Ralph Harper, De-
ceased, were issued on January 14, 2021, in Cause 
No. PR17871, pending in the County Court at Law of 
Cooke County, Texas, to: Carolyn Kay Harper.
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.

  c/o: Belvin R. Harris
  Attorney at Law
  209 South Dixon
  Gainesville, Texas 76240

DATED the 14th day of January, 2021.

    BELVIN R. HARRIS
    Attorney for Carolyn Kay Harper
    State Bar No.: 09052000
    209 South Dixon
    Gainesville, Texas 76240
    Telephone: 940-665-3441
    Facsimile: 940-665-2000
    bbeck@hatcherharris.com
                                                                                                                                                          01/27

Catfi sh Louie’s is now hiring Host/Cashier, Wait Staff, 
Cooks and Dishwashers/Busers. Apply in person to 
1825 E. Hwy 82, Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                            01/27

Help Wanted - Operations Manager at Lone Star An-
gus. Email rodney@lonestarangus.biz  940-367-0064. 
Experience With Cattle and Equipment Required. 
Housing Provided, Northern Cooke County.
                                                                                                                                            01/27
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The Weekly News of 
Cooke County offers clas-
sifi ed ads for as low as 
$7.50. 940-665-2320.

The Weekly News
                        of Cooke County

“We are the best bang for your buck!”
940-665-2320

Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

Apartments For Rent

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
                

Real Estate

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 665-3347
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services

WAYNE’S
HOME REPAIR

806-778-8516
Formica Countertops

Aluminum Patio Covers
Handyman Services

Free Estimates
References

Gainesville Resident

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Cooke County Quality 
Home Improvments

Now Offering Complete
Plumbing Services.

Call Today!
940-668-0678

Lic#39398

House
For Rent

Offi ce
For Rent

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                                                                                   02/26

Colts Mini Storage
Units For Rent

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.
940-627-6362

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • 940.612.1898

We now crack, buy
and sell pecans

in addition to our everyday, quality 
pool service and supplies.

We Crack Pecans!

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Two bedroom. New con-
struction. No pets. W/D 
hookup. $950 rent. $950 
deposit.  940-902-9916. 
Three Bedroom House 
Available.
                                                                                                                                           01/27

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Call Austin Killian at 817-521-2306
or email Austin@AustinKillian.com

“We Buy Houses & Land
In Any Condition”

Offi ce Space 
for lease at 
Lake Kiowa, 
$500/month 

water, sewer, 
trash, internet 

included.
940-736-1966. 

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Brick 
Home for Rent. Comes 
with a Shop, in the Coun-
try. $1,500/month. 940-
736-9747.
                                                                                                                                           01/27

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

1 Bedroom, 1 Bath Nice Apartment For Rent. Avail-
able February 1, 2021. $700 per month, $700 deposit. 
Includes Washer/Dryer, Stove, Dishwasher and Refrig-
erator. Call 940-641-2225 for more information. 
                                                                                                                                                        01/27

The Weekly News offers classifi ed ads for as low as 
$7.50 per week. Just give us a call at 940.665.2320.

RV PARK AND STORAGE - 6-Month / 12-Month 
Specials. 469-999-8472
                                                                                                                                                            01/27

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT
809 S Weaver St

1212 Moss
912 Ritchey
Shadowood
Townhomes

Shady Glen Apts.
Shady Glen 4-Plex

Aspen Apts.
- Sanger

310 W Church 
(commercial)

603 E Hwy 82 - 
Nocona

(commercial lot)
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King
Around
Town

by Grice King

(Continued from Page 1)

 Th e 17th Annual 
Coats for Kids Chili 
Th rowdown at First 
Christian Church will 
take on a new twist this 
year, serving the com-
munity curbside to-go!  
Hot dogs have been add-
ed for your Super Bowl 
celebration, so drive up, 
order, get it and GO! 
Donations welcome and 
will go toward keep-
ing the kids of Cooke 
County warm this win-
ter.  Th e event is Sunday, 
February 7, 11:15 to 
1:00 pm, First Christian 
Church, 401 N. Dixon, 
enter Commerce Street 
parking lot please.  CO-
VID protocols will be in 
place.

++++++++

 Th e Cooke County 
Republican Women will 
meet on the second Th urs-
day of February, rather 
than their normal meet-
ing night. Th e meeting is 
set for Th ursday, Febru-
ary 11, at 7 p.m. at Cross 
Timbers Church, which is 
located at 6134 FM 922, 
Valley View, TX 76272, 
between Valley View and 
Mountain Springs. Th e 
program is “Meet Your 
County Commissioners”.  
Th e public is invited to at-
tend and learn more about 
county government. In 
keeping with the church’s 
wishes, safety protocols 
will be observed. Light 
snacks and drinks will be 
provided. 
 For more information 
about meetings and club 
activities, contact VP-
Programs Tiff any Lester at  
940-641-1107, or Presi-
dent Kerri Kingsbery at 
kerri@kingsbery.com, and 
follow Cooke County Re-
publican Women on Face-
book.

940-668-8814
Free Inspections
Insured • Residential
Locally Owned & Operated

DRY CLEAN
SUPER CENTER

1001 E. California St • Gainesville • 940-665-0048
M-F 7am - 7pm (In by 9 out by 6) • Sat. 9am - 2pm

CONVENIENT DRIVE-THRU

Prices Valid thru January 31, 2021.

Always Military, Police and 
Fire Uniforms Cleaned FREE!

Shirts $2.49
Wednesday Special. Every Other Day $2.79.

Dry Cleaning $3.29
Most Garments. Some Exceptions Apply.

Jeans $4.79
Cowboy Starched.

Comforters $26.99
Down Comforters $35.95.

www.drycleansupercenter.com

GAINESVILLE – Cooke 
County Commission-
ers Court approved dur-
ing its regular meeting 
held Tuesday, January 19, 
2021, bid specifi cations 
for gasoline and diesel fuel 
for a 12-month period be-
ginning March 1, 2021 
through February 28, 
2022. 
 Commissioners ap-
proved a motion to award 
a bid for the removal of 
trees from a property on 
Rice Avenue.
 Cooke County Direc-
tor of Maintenance Ricky 
Kerr told commissioners 
the county received three 
quotes for the project. 
 Commissioners also 
approved repainting the 
sheriff ’s offi  ce at the Cooke 
County Justice Center. 
 Cooke County Sheriff  
Ray Sappington told the 
court he would like his of-

fi ce to be painted a neutral 
color similar to the offi  ce’s 
ceiling. He added he’d like 
some holes in the walls to 
be repaired.
 Th e commissioners took 
no action regarding the 
courthouse annex remodel 
project.
 Commissioners also 
heard a report on wa-
ter heaters at the Cooke 
County Justice Center. 
 Kerr said the current wa-
ter heaters were installed 
in 2006 and lasted “about 
11 or 12 years.” He also 
noted the heaters began to 
rust and required replace-
ment in approximately 
2018 with four hybrid 
water heaters. “Th e hy-
brid means they are tank-
less water heaters like you 
would put on a house only 
they are a commercial ver-
sion of it mounted on an 
80-gallon tank,” Kerr said.
 Th e new tanks func-
tioned property for about 
three weeks before one of 
the tanks required fl ush-
ing, Kerr noted. Th e tanks 
continue to require main-
tenance. “We’re now at 
$14,000 of labor expense 
for our guys working on 
those heaters trying to 
keep them going.”
 Th e reason for the main-
tenance issue is the water 
at the facility.
 “Th e water we have [at 
the jail] is soft water,” Kerr 
said. “…It has a high salt 
content.” He said he sur-
mises the high salt content 
begins to heat and triggers 
protective measures to en-
sure the heater doesn’t re-
ceive damage. Th e mecha-
nism shuts down to protect 
the heater, Kerr said.
  Kerr said options in-
cluded replacing the water 
heaters or utilizing a boiler 
system. Th e commission-
ers took no action on the 
water heater item pending 
a quote on a boiler system.
 Next the commissioners 
took no action regarding 

the possible purchase of of-
fi ce furniture for the Kress 
building.
 Precinct 2 Commission-
er Jason Snuggs said there 
are 17 sets of offi  ce furni-
ture available including 
desks, credenzas, chairs., 
and conference desks. A 
preliminary price from 
Select Energy for the fur-
niture is $12,000, Snuggs 
said.
 Th e commissioners ap-
proved a consent agenda 
which included the follow-
ing.
 Minutes of previous 
meetings.
 Departmental reports 
for Rural Subdivision and 
Septic – December, Dis-
trict Attorney – November 
(corrected), Constable Pct. 
1 – December, Commis-
sioner Pct. 1 – December, 
Constable Pct. 2 – Decem-
ber, County Clerk – De-
cember, Library – Decem-
ber, JP Pct. 2 – December, 
JP Pct. 1 – December, 
District Clerk – December 
and Compliance Offi  ce – 
December.
 Fiscal Year 2020 budget 
amendments.
 Fiscal Year 2021 budget 
amendments.
 Payment of monthly 
bills.
 Payroll and all related 
expenses.
 Payroll and all related 
expenses for election work-
ers for Senate District 30 
runoff  election.
 Vent maintenance agree-
ment with ZOLL Medical 
Corporation for EMS.
 Indigent cremation for 
one individual.
 Order for special elec-
tion for House District 68.
 Notice of special elec-
tion for House District 68.
 Order of appointment 
for early voting ballot 
board. 
 Order of appointment 
for election and alternate 
judges.
 Order of appointment 

for central counting sta-
tion.
 Rental agreement with 
St. Peter’s Church for Jan. 
23, 2021 election.
 Rental agreement with 
city of Gainesville for the 
civic center for Jan. 23, 
2021 election.
 Tax Assessor-Collector 
Continuing Education 
Transcript for calendar 
year 2020.
 Commercial services 
agreement with Orkin for 
pest control services at 
the Cooke County Justice 
Center.
 Interment and indigent 
cremation of two individu-
als.
 Anonymous donation to 
the Cooke County Library 
in the amount of $15.40.
 In-kind donation from 
Friends of the Cooke 
County Library in the 
amount of $348 for a one-
year subscription to Hoot-
Suite social media plat-
form to aid in the library’s 
social media posts.
 Application for the 2022 
TexTreasurers Grant by the 
library.
 2021 IRS mileage rate of 
$.56 eff ective Jan. 1, 2021 
representing a $.015 de-
crease from 2020.
 Purchase of Xerox copier 
and maintenance agree-
ment with Strategic Tech-
nology Partners for the 
Cooke County Jail.
 Cell phone allowance for 
seven law enforcement of-
fi cers of the Cooke County 
Sheriff  Offi  ce.
 Minutes from the Oc-
tober 13, 2020 Cooke 
County Lake Ray Rob-
erts Planning and Zoning 
Commission meeting.

Commissioners Approve 
Bid for Fuel, Tables Justice 
Center Water Heater

Obituaries
(Continued from Page 3)

Mardell (Russom) Bowman.  
Survivors
 She is survived by daugh-
ters, Rhonda Mace and hus-
band, Randy of Gainesville, 
Texas, Th aron Ogletree of 
Gainesville, Texas, Latrisha 
Wood and husband, Chris 
of Sanger, Texas; brother, 
Myles Bowman and wife, 
Linda of Grandbury, Texas; 

sisters, Gaye Dawson of 
Bowie, Texas, Janie Bowman 
of Marietta, Oklahoma; 4 
grandchildren, Wes Ogle-
tree, Riley Ogletree, Raeann 
Ogletree and Emma Mc-
Whorter; 3 great-grandchil-
dren, Randi Ogletree, Kyra 
Cook and Landon Cook
 Preceded in death; par-
ents, brother, Charles Ran-
dell Bowman.

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce.
 
 Christopher Scott Hol-
stead, 48, Sanger and 
Margarita Joy Millen, 45, 
Sanger.
 Benjamin James McDon-
ald, 23, Lone Grove and 
Alina Grace Goldsmith, 21, 
Lone Grove.
 Richard Justin Reed, 41, 
Gainesville and Ashley Na-
chole Cooper, 32, Aubrey.
 Michael Nathaniel Mor-

ris, 19, Gainesville and 
Zaria Briyyana Burks, 19, 
Gainesville.
 Joshua Keith Heathcock, 
35, Gainesville and Zsanett 
Banati, 47, Gainesville.
 Fredy Lerma Zapata, 47, 
Gainesville and Ernestina 
Martinez Diaz, 45, Gaines-
ville.
 Hernan Herrera, 47, 
Sherman and Lizbet Cris-
tina Perez Hernandez, 47, 
Sherman.
 Christopher Lee Wil-
liams, 35, Wellston, Okla. 
and Shawna Roxanne Stone, 
37, Wellston.

Marriage License

Requests Received

WE SHARE YOUR 
DREAMS

Looking forward means never losing sight of your dreams. Reaching higher 
is about always striving toward your goals. We share your dreams and will 

your concerns.

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257


